
We're in 2008 and it’s still a 
life of poverty, limbo, despair, 
hunger and homelessness 
for asylum seekers.
1561 people still in limbo on TPVs 
& THVs…thousands without the 
right to work… asylum seekers who 
remain in long-term detention and 
a system that remains broken

MS / MRS / MISS / MR / DR     FIRST NAME:                        FAMILY NAME: 

ADDRESS:   

 SUBURB / TOWN:  POSTCODE: 

PHONE: H (     )  PHONE:  W (     ) MOBILE: EMAIL: 

ASRC respects your privacy and observes provisions of the Privacy Act 2001. Your contact details will be used for ASRC business only and will not be sold to other organisations.

 I would like to make a single tax-deductible donation to the ASRC of:

    $30   $20   $50   $100   My choice:  $

 I would like to become a JUSTICE SEEKER and make a monthly gift to the ASRC

I would like to commence my monthly gift, to be paid automatically through my credit card to save on administration costs and further contribute 
to the protection and promotion of the human rights of asylum seekers in Australia. 

    $30 p/mth   $20 p/mth   $50 p/mth   My choice: $    Every month/s

 The month / year of my first contribution:  / 200

 I would like to join the ASRC by becoming an ASRC Member
Your membership fee will go directly to support the ASRC. A one-year membership of $40 will provide: food for five asylum seekers for one month 
OR free medical care for eight asylum seekers for a week. For further details please visit www.asrc.org.au

    $40 Individual   $20 Concession   $60 Household

Credit Card Payment Method   Visa   Mastercard   Bankcard

Credit Card No                                 Expiry Date:

Name on card:                    Signature:

Cheque Payment Method  Please make your cheque payable to Asylum Seeker Resource Centre

MAIL TO:  
Fundraising Coordinator
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
12 Batman Street
West Melbourne, 3003

FAX TO: 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
03 9326 5199

YOU CAN NOW 
DONATE ONLINE  
using a credit card via  

www.asrc.org.au
journeys   APRIL  2008

M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  S U P P O R T E R  P L E D G E  F O R M

Asylum Seeker Resource Centre   /    www.asrc.org.au

12 Batman Street, West Melbourne, Victoria 3003
Tel: 03 9326 6066  •  Fax: 03 9326 5199 

ABN 64 114 965 815
Incorporation Number: A0042918H

The Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre is Australia’s largest asylum 
seeker aid, health and advocacy 
organisation.  
It is a non-government funded, 
independent, registered charity, working at 
the coalface with the most vulnerable and  
at risk asylum seekers. 

W I N N E R  O F  2 0 0 3  H R E O C  H U M A N  R I G H T S  AW A R D  ( C O M M U N I T Y )

NATIONAL AND STATE WINNER OF 2005 NATIONAL AUSTRALIA BANK VOLUNTEER AWARDS
 

NO PERMANENT VISA  
MEANS NO DAUGHTER

Make a 
difference – 
become a 
Supporter today

FUNDRAISING CALENDAR 2008

April 20 – Global Gourmet Fair

May 9 – Sleepout for Asylum 
Seekers

May 16 – Search for the Smartest 
Law Firm

June 13 – Drawing the Line Art 
Exhibition and Auction

June 14 -15 – Refugee Week 
Intersection Collection

Aug 2 – Natural Therapies 
Fundraiser

Sept 6 – Kon's Gourmet Feast 
Raffle

Sept 13 – High Tea with the Girls

Oct 6 – The Ampersand Walk

Oct 12 – Sponsor the ASRC 
Marathon Team

Oct 18 – Annual Comedy Trivia 
Night

Nov 29 – Stand Up for Asylum 
Seekers

Volunteers are welcome to help with  
all events. Contact Kristine Robertson  
at the ASRC, or go to www.asrc.org.au  
for further details.

“I am like everybody who wants to hold 
their child – it is normal wanting this,” says 
Nazanin explaining how she longs to see 
and hold her 17-year-old daughter whom 
she had to leave behind when she fled 
Iran. Nazanin has never lost hope that they 
will be reunited.

Nazanin was forced to marry at 13 and 
had her first child at 14 years. She has 
a Temporary Protection Visa (TPV) and 
must wait another 1½ years before her 
application for a permanent visa will be 
considered. By then her daughter will 
be over 18 and no longer eligible as a 
child to reunite with her mother, under 
the Australian refugee and humanitarian 
system. 

Nazanin is one of 1561 Temporary 
Protection Visa (TPV) or (THV) holders who 
are waiting for a Permanent Visa in order 
to see their families again after years of 
separation. At the ASRC we support people 
whose family members are stuck in some 
of the most dangerous places on earth – 
Darfur, Iraq, Afghanistan, Ethiopia and 
Burma to name but a few. They tell us that 
night is the worst time when the sense 
of loss and loneliness visits them as they 
worry about their families' fate.

We are heartened that Immigration 
Minister Chris Evans told a Senate 
estimates hearing that “We are committed 
to ending the TPVs,” but disheartened that 
he was not able to give a timeframe to this 
undertaking.  

Waiting for a Permanent visa is a matter 
of life and death to the families of many 
of the people holding TPVs. Please ask the 
Minister to prioritise ending this inhumane 
temporary visa introduced in 1999 by then 
Minister Ruddock by signing and posting 
the letter at the back of Journeys.

“Every two weeks I see her on the 
web camera and we talk. She is crying 
to come to live with me because she 
is so unhappy. Her father wants her 
to marry and she does not want this. 
She has no rights – women have 
no rights in my country. This is the 
most important reason why I need the 
Permanent Visa to save my daughter 
from the suffering – I don’t want her 
to suffer as I did.”

Senator Chris Evans 
Minister for Immigration and Citizenship 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Senator Evans,

We are deeply heartened by your recent public statements that the current system of 
denying some asylum seekers the right to work was indefensible and that we need a 
more caring approach. We’re also pleased to hear of your continued commitment to 
ending the TPV regime. We thank you for moving swiftly to end the ‘Pacific Solution’; 
for seeking to address the legacy cases and for reviewing long-term detainees. Minister 
we do appreciate that you want to understand the system before tinkering with it and 
we realise that some of the problems with our refugee system require more time to 
review before acting. 

However, Minister, many of the problems with our refugee system are already well-
documented and easily remedied now. We ask for your immediate action on the following:

End Temporary Protection Visas; 

End the arbitrary 45-day rule. Let all asylum seekers work and have access to healthcare 
while their case is being decided at all stages (including the Ministerial stage); and

Release all long-term detaines left languishing in our detention centres (unless there are 
character concerns).

The consequences for asylum seekers with each passing month of inaction are dire and 
unacceptable. Bridging Visa Es are inhumane and unjust, forcing people into a life of 
despair, destitution and homelessness. More than 1500 people on TPVs/THVs remain 
in limbo without their families. Those left in our detention centres have become mere 
living ghosts and broken men.

We implore you to act on these issues now and to address all the problems outlined by 
the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre in their ‘Fix our Refugee System’ Campaign. 

Thank you for considering our request.

Name:  

Signature:  

Address:  

 


